Following the success of our August 2004

fundraising trip to the
Cumbrian Lake District, which raised £3000
for an Armenian orphanage, we kept a busy
schedule of activities, meeting for socialising,
basketball and badminton every Sunday at
, Acton.

the

We followed the Fleetwith Pike success with
a number of parties. On 30" October 2004
over fifty graduates, undergraduates and
postgraduates met to enjoy each other's
company @ the premier

Not being ones to miss a good bash, we

joined the ! " # $%
@ the Marriott Marble Arch. A great party,

everyone joining in the count down to 2005
with a bumper kissing and hugging spree of
New Year greetings!!

On Saturday 19" March 2005, students and
graduates met again, this time @
& . New friendships were

made during a night of great music, good
food and good company.




At the end of March 2005 we travelled to
Holland to support the national team in the
' % ( '

$ % . We even squeezed in some
go-karting while there.

Visit  www.agbu.org.uk for  picture
galleries.

If you wish to take part in any of our
activities or suggest new ones then
please contact sevan@agbu.org.uk. You
don’t have to be an AGBU member.

NEXT EVENT:

STUDENTS, GRADUATES & FRIENDS
PARTY on Saturday 19 ™ November
2005 @ the Audley.

AGBU Youth on their Fundraising Hike up
Fleetwith Pike in the Lake District

In August 2004, AGBU London Youth raised
£3000 for children in need in Gyumri. This
sum included the matching contribution of the
AGBU London Trust.

In June this year the Chairman and Hon.
Treasurer visited Gyumri special schools for
homeless and disabled children and reported
on the priority cases for immediate
assistance including the application of the
funds raised by the AGBU London Youth:

Boarding School Number 3 for Disabled
Children_ was found to be in a very poor




condition extensive remedial

repairs.

requiring

The school was built by the Italians after the
1988 earthquake using European building
materials. 140 children aged between 7 and
17 attend the school, 40 of whom are
boarders.

The school's plasterboard walls are pitted
with big holes; the paint is pealing, the walls
and ceilings are dirty and the lino flooring is
perishing. The toilets are squalid and non
functional and the roof leaks.

Most fluorescent lighting tubes and fittings
are missing and many of the children's dining
tables and chairs are broken. The school has
two dormitories which are in a terrible state.

Squalid Conditions @ School No 3

The £3000 raised by AGBU London Youth
has been supplemented by a further £4500
by AGBU London, to completely renovate
and improve the conditions at this school
under the supervision of the AGBU Yerevan
office.

The Huys (Hope) Orphanage in Gyumri is
home for 70 orphaned and abandoned
children between the ages of 5 and 17.

In contrast to School Number 3, this school is
now in a relatively good condition thanks to

the support and assistance of benefactors,
including the AGBU.

Although a well run school, the director was
looking for assistance to establish a level of
self sufficiency in the provision of food and
minor repairs. He presented his proposal for
breeding a start-up flock of chickens and
rabbits and repairing the greenhouse to make
it useable for a total expense budget of
$US500. AGBU London provided the funds
for this project, through the AGBU Yerevan
office.

The Lord Byron School, Gyumri, which
was famously established with funds from the
UK Government after the 1988 earthquake
and presented as a gift from the Armenian
Community of Great Britain on its opening by
the then Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher,
was found to be in a relatively good condition.

PE————

Children of the Lord Byron School Playing on the Newly
Built Playground

The Chairman and Hon. Treasurer visited the
school to inspect the completed school
playground funded by AGBU London. They
were delighted to be taken on a tour of the
premises by the Head Teacher, during which
they met pupils and staff.



AGBU London continues its long standing support of both the London Saturday and Sunday
Armenian schools , with substantial annual grants for the benefit of the families of the London
Armenian Community and the education of children of Armenian descent in Armenian language,
history and culture.

AGBU London has also for many years provided university grants and loans to students of
Armenian descent studying at UK universities without which some of whom would be unable to
pursue their studies.

Additionally AGBU London continues to fully fund the Holy See of Etchmiadzin’s placement of a
student priest , nominated by His Holiness Karekin I, Catholicos of All-Armenians, to study at a
UK university, as part of a programme of raising the academic standards of gifted priests in the
Armenian Apostolic Church. One such priest has already returned to head the Vaskenian Sevan
Seminary.

In Armenia, AGBU London has for three years been supporting and will continue to support the
Meghri Kindergarten in the south of Armenia, an impoverished region bordering Iran, by providing
for the daily nourishment of milk and pastries to the 300 children of the Kindergaten throughout the
school year.

As a result of the success of this project AGBU London has decided to extend this support to two
further such kindergartens in the region.

Children of the Meghri Kindergarten put on a special concert of thanks for the benefactors.



In 2006 the AGBU celebrates 100 years of

providing humanitarian, educational and
cultural programmes for Armenian
communities worldwide. As part of the
worldwide AGBU Centennial celebrations,

AGBU London is giving hope and a future to
refugee families displaced by war and the
1988 earthquake, who are now on waiting
lists in Armenia and the CIS, by building the
new village of Pareshen in Artsakh.

The Chairman of AGBU London Branch,
Harout Aghajanian and the Hon. Treasurer
Bedros Aslanyan visited Armenia and
Artsakh on AGBU business from 11" -15"
June 2005, again funding the cost of the trip
from personal funds so that every penny
raised is used on building homes and
livelihoods.

AGBU London Chairman and Hon. Treasurer
Surveying the Pareshen Site

The visit followed meticulous and lengthy
negotiations between AGBU London and the
Artsakh Government on the arrangements
and responsibilities of each party.

The name Pareshen, submitted by Professor
Khachatour Pilikian, was selected from a list
of 20 entries in a village-naming competition
organised by AGBU London.

On their visit to Stepanakert, the Chairman
and Hon. Treasurer met with the Prime
Minister Anushavan Danielyan and officials
from the NKR government. On 13" June
2005 they signed the agreement with the
NKR Migration, Refugees and Repopulation
Ministry to allocate 900,000 hectares of land
to the Pareshen village.

Prime Minister Anoushvan Danielyan with the
Chairman of AGBU London

The building programme will be overseen by
AGBU London and managed on the ground
by AGBU Yerevan and Stepanakert offices,
utilising the directly hired services of an
independent architect and construction firm
chosen through a contract bidding and
selection process.

The agreement requires that the NKR
Government provide the land for homes and
farming, the necessary infrastructure (roads,
electricity and water), up to 260,000 drams to
purchase animals and a one-off payment of
20,000 drams to the head of the family and
5000 drams to the other members. AGBU
London is required to fund, build and connect
the homes to the services.

Pareshen will share the kindergarten, primary
school and all-purpose clinic facilities of the
adjacent Norashen village of 20 homes, built
five years ago with the efforts and funds of
AGBU France.



Pareshen and Norashen will also share a
secondary school, currently being built with
funds raised by AGBU Sydney and Southern
California.

Phase 1 is now under way with a budget of
£53,000 from the generous donations of
members of the UK Armenian Community
and matching AGBU London funds. The cost
of each home is approximately 5.2 million
drams, £6,600 at the current exchange rate.
More funds are required to complete a viable
village of a minimum of 20 homes as a
permanent and lasting gift to Artsakh by the
UK Armenian community.

The Site of Pareshen Village

Opening of the Multi Purpose Clinic in Norashen

Teachers and Pupils of Norashen School

Please make a donation, no matter
how small, to provide hope and a
future for deserving refugee
families. Please make your cheque
payable to “AGBU London Trust -
Pareshen Project” and send it to
AGBU London, Pareshen Project,

P. O. Box 3102, Barnet, EN4 0ZL.

As before, all donations will be matched
pound-for-pound by AGBU London. If you so
wish, you can increase your contribution by
requesting a Gift Aid Form that will allow us
to collect £28 for every £100 donated from
the Inland Revenue.

Thank you to all those who have, or
who will be, making donations to
this worthy cause.



In commemoration of the 90™ Anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide, AGBU London
sponsored an international conference
entitled “Recognising Genocides” on 15 June
2005 at the House of Lords, London. The
Conference was organised by the British-
Armenian All Party Parliamentary Group
(BAAPPG) whose Executive Secretary is Mrs
Odette Bazil.

The day’s proceedings started with a
Requiem Service in St. Margaret's Church
Westminster, known as the “Church of the
British Parliament”. The service was officiated
jointly by Canon Robert Wright, Rector of St
Margaret's Church and His Grace Bishop
Nathan Hovanissian, Primate of Armenian
Churches in Great Britain. Lessons were read
by Rabbi Baaden, Reverend John Winburne
and Bishop Hovanissian, who also read a
message from His Holiness Karekin I,
Catholicos of All Armenians.

The conference was chaired by His
Excellency Vahe Gabrielyan, the Armenian
Ambassador to the UK and was moderated
by Baroness Cox. The speakers were Mr
Vartan Oskanian, Armenian Foreign Minister,
Mr Francois Rochebloine, a member of the
French Parliament and Chairman of the
Franco-Armenian Parliamentary Group, Mr
Sarkis Assadourian, a former Canadian
Member of Parliament and Senior Adviser on
the Caucasus to the Canadian Prime Minister

and Mr James Smith, the Executive Director
of the Holocaust Memorial Trust Beth
Shalom.

The conference was attended by British
Parliamentarians including a representative
from the Foreign Office Armenia Desk,
mayors, diplomats, ambassadors, Holocaust
Scholars, historians, writers,  journalists,
clergy and invited members of Armenian and
British communities and organisations,
including members and officers of AGBU
London.

During the conference proceedings, all
speakers noted the significance of holding
the conference in the House of Lords and
expressed the wish that the British
Parliament would, at some future date,
recognise the Armenian Genocide.

A petition of over 3000 signatures urging Her
Majesty’'s Government to recognise the
Armenian Genocide was handed into 10
Downing Street. Taking part were Baroness
Cox, Lord Avebury, Stephen Pound MP, Lord
Shannon, Mr Sarkis Assadourian, Mr
Francois Rochebloine, Mr Harout Aghajanian
(Chairman of AGBU London), Professor Theo
Van Lint (Chair of Armenian Studies at
Oxford University), Mr Razmig Babayan
(BAAPPG member) and Mrs Odette Bazil
(Executive Secretary of BAAPPG).
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AGBU London co-sponsored the first London
Armenian Film Festival for 25 years, entitled
“Return to the Promised Land”, at the Ciné
Lumiére from February 11-17" 2005.

The festival offered the British public a
glimpse into Armenian culture.

Showcasing shorts, features, documentaries
and artists’ films, the festival featured
established directors like Atom Egoyan and
undisputed film classics like Paradjanov’s
The Colour of Pomegranates but also other
directors whose films are critically acclaimed
but unseen in the west. Panel discussions
placed the films in the context of both
Armenian experience and contemporary film.

On 6™ April 2005 and in association with the
Armenian Institute, AGBU London presented
an encounter with Hrant Dink, the Managing
Editor of Agos, the Armenian Turkish
language weekly and publisher in Istanbul
and international spokesman for human
rights and Armenian affairs in the Turkish
media.

Hrant Dink spoke about the past and present
Armenian communities of Istanbul and
debated his views on current conditions in
Turkey and how the diaspora could respond
to these changes.

The lecture at the Kensington Central Library
in London was well attended.
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Once again this year, AGBU London co-
sponsored the 11" Aprii 2005 Spring
Remembrance Concert in memory of the
1915 victims of the Genocide.

The concert was organised by RP Musical
Management at the Wigmore Hall in London
and featured the young talented Armenian
Soprano Asmik Grigorian; the renowned
tenor Gegham Grigorian; Anna Saradjian on
piano, and the ConTempo String Quartet.



The evening was attended by dignitaries and many from the UK Armenian Community.
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On Saturday 23" April, a concert sponsored by AGBU
London took place, featuring the 18-piece Armenian
traditional music group "Keram" from Marseille at the
Reardon Smith Theatre, National Museum of Wales.
The concert was a thank you dedication from the
Armenian people to the people of Wales for their
support for the Genocide Recognition Campaign. The
concert was part of a 10 day programme in Wales which included the 5th Welsh National
Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide on 20th April in the Temple of Peace.
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